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STEM Coach Letter

The Greek Philosopher Diogenes said,“The foundation of every society is the education
of its youth.” Here at Sebastian Middle School, we have the responsibility, and privilege,
to help mold that foundation. Through our STEM and Information and Communications
Technology (ICT) classes we introduce students to a plethora of different career-oriented
topics, in doing so, we begin to light a spark and interest that not only develops many
skills but can lead to life-long career pathways.

To help ignite student interest we hone in on things important to them such as pop
culture. When we are learning a 3D design program, we have students design a skate
park, sneaker store, or their dream house. If we are teaching audio engineering, the
students compose their own music that they can later make into a ringtone or alarm for
their parent’s phones. To teach coding, we have students code games like Minecraft in Mr.
Huffman'’s class.

In addition, we integrate these skills and topics into the other core classes. In 7th grade
ELA students read “The Boy who Harnessed the Wind.” by William Kamkwamba and Bryan
Mealer. Then in STEM class students worked on building a wind turbine. In social studies
with Mrs. Sims and Mr. Stevens, students learned about the systems of government and
then created their own websites using the skills they learned in STEM class. In 6th grade
social studies students will learn about the Greek and Roman empires and then work on
designing and 3D printing miniature columns, temples, and sculptures. These are just some
of the many examples of interdisciplinary connections we make here at our amazing school.

We have evidence of success when students want to learn the skills, when they go home
and work on their projects without being given homework, when they call us over to show us
their latest creations with enthusiasm, and when they tell us they want to pursue a career on
the topic we introduced. Recently, St Augustine High School declared that they had an uptick
in their aerospace academy enrollment from Sebastian. While interviewing their freshman
class, many attributed their interest in aerospace to their 8th grade STEM classes.

Sebastian, a Cognia STEM certified school, continues to move forward and upward
creating those foundational building blocks that carve out career pathways for this
generation, and the ones that follow. We are deeply grateful to the community members
who serve on our STEM advisory board who continue to help us strengthen our study
to career correlation and continue to make Sebastian an
exciting place to learn!

by Frankie Portelos, STEM Coach

If you aren’t on our mailing list, please check out
Ms. Gabaldon’s weekly updates by clicking on the

Principal’s Message on the Sebastian Website.
https://www-sms.stjohns.k12.fl.us/principals-message/

*Please watch for our next newsletter in March 2024, and bi-weekly electronic news updates.
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Vision
At Sebastian Middle School, all students will
achieve personal success in their learning and
become responsible and productive citizens.

Mission
In order to prepare our students to live in and
contribute to a changing world, Sebastian
will provide a balanced, varied school
curriculum designed to meet the academic,
cultural and social needs of individuals from
the diverse backgrounds of our community.
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We Welcome our New Teachers

Kelly Boyer/ ELA/Theater

[d
56 ba ﬁtla n Hi! I'm Kelly Boyer, I'm a Florida native but | have moved all around
the country and have been back in Florida for 3 years now. | have 3

M idd Ie SChool kids in the St Johns County School District, ages are 16, 13, and 9, and

I am a newlywed! My husband also works for the school district as a

Website Behavioral Therapist. | attended the University of Florida after High
School and | have my Undergrad Degree in English Literature. | love to
The SMS website has up to date read, be outside, go to the beach, hiking, traveling, and spending a lot

information that is important to of time with my family! Thank you for the warm welcome here at SMS!

stay informed about all activities at
Amanda Burgos/ELA/Dance

Hello! My name is Amanda Burgos, and | was born and raised in
Miami Florida. | just moved to St. Augustine in June with my fiancé,
cat, and dog! Ever since | could remember, | have always wanted
to be a teacher. Although | knew | wanted to teach English, | never
dreamed that | would be able to teach dance at a school as well. This
is my third-year teaching English to 8th graders, and | am extremely

e % grateful to say, my first year teaching dance at a public school.

/' m These past few weeks have led to some of the most exciting and

rewarding experiences that I've had in my teaching career so far.lam
(((' so fortunate to be able to teach the two subjects that | love most at an amazing school like
OLE 5(‘.
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Sebastian.
It can be found at:
https://www-sms.stjohns.k12.fl.us/

0)

Search this websiie Q

Hahna ConNOLEY
Maura MahoneY
BraxTon BrapLey
SYLVELL BLUG DanieL WOoOLDriDge
ANIYa PETTY 8 GUILIanNa TagLiarini
ALM3 Ccumaray Ta'KauLin FErguson

EAGIES

trop_ical[:l-\FE

aat better. @5 feel better
* Order Online !

« Delivery
Uber, In-House Delivery
DoorDash

» Breakfast

* Kids Menu

* Vegetarian Friendly
* Wifi
904-461-9090 | troplcalsmoothlecafe com 201 Health Park Boulevard, Suite 216 DAMON SVILE

112 Seagrove Main St., Suite 114 » St. Augustine, FL 32080 St. Augustine, FL 32086

904.829.8899 . faunceorthodontics.com
Rebecca A. Faunce, DMD « Mark Komforti, DMD

Low Down Payment « Interest Free Financing « FREE Consultation
No Referral Necessary « Clear Aligner Treatment Available
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Next Level Coding

In addition to 7th and 8th grade students learning about building web sites and
developing game sites that prepares them for State of Florida Industry Certifications,
students are also leaning how to program in a computer language called Python.

The above chapter one game project is from a seventh-
grade student taking Computer Science Discoveries.
Throughout the year, students’ progress through four
chapters from Ozaria.com learning how to program using
the computer language called Python.

Chapter two has the students make a story using several
different characters. The below picture is from another
seventh-grade student.

Both students took ICT 1 in sixth grade. These students
learned how to learn block coding and basic text coding
using a program called Codemonkey.com in addition to
taking Industry Certifications in Cyber Security Essentials,
Word Processing Essentials, and Multi-media Essentials. Each
of these three distinct curriculums each take approximately
one quarter to complete. CodeMonkey offers students the
ability to learn other computer programming skills.

CodeMonkey offers students in ICT 1 the opportunity to build basic games and solve
problems. The picture below is from a sixth-grade student that is coding a winter skiing
game from Codemonkey.com. Embrace winter! Create a skiing game with our monkey the
skier. Avoid bumping into the flags scattered along the route and reach the finish line before
losing all lives.

Our goal is to prepare students for high

— = .= school classes in the Aerospace Academy at
g o f’j‘ﬂj St. Augustine High School. Mr. Portelos, our
= STEAM Coach, was informed that students that
== o - ¥ were in our ICT 3 class for school year 2022 -

2023 was very prepared for advance computer
programming classes in high school.

ICT 3 last year integrated into the
curriculum Coding in Minecraft by Prodigy,
learning the program language called JAVA Script. The Industry Certification for this program
is the hardest certification offered at Sebastian. This program by Prodigy was offered at only
one middle school in the county last year and supported financially by the St. Johns County
District CTE office. Thirteen eighth grade students passed this industry certification last year.

For the school year 2023 to 2024, this program is being offered to our ICT 3 students, and
a group of seventh grade student in CS Discoveries that are learning the Python computer
programming language.

All these programs that are utilized in conjunction with the set curriculum are funded by
Sebastian Middle School, and financial support of our business partners from St. Augustine.

BURNEY'S

SEPTIC TANK SERVICE INC.

Keep on Flushin’

e Septic System Installations 24/7

904-829-2953

www.burnevesentic.com * Septic Services & Repairs E”;Q’Q?”Cy
: ysseptic. « Excavation and Hauling ervice
Septic Tank Contracting ~ #SA0890197  Lic #CUC056991 Available

FROM FIRST BITE TO LAST CALL™

904-825-4540

dickswingsandgrill.com
965 State Road 16 ¢ St. Augustine, FL 32084

Specializing in FORD, LINCOLN, & MERCURY Vehicles

“FORD’ABLE

SAutomotive Services, Jne.

Master Certified by Ford Motor Co. & A.S.E.

We Service All Makes and Models
Tire Sales & Service
904-808-7003

1465 Old Moultrie Rd. ¢ St. Augustine, FL 32084
Monday - Friday from 8:00am - 5:30pm

St Johns Famili
SJF J

Funeral Home & Crematory
385 SR 207 + St. Augustine, FL 32084

Celebrate Life Unique as the Life Lived.

Life is full of opportunities to show someone we
love them. One such opportunity is the funeral or

memorial service. Such a loving event celebrates
the choices they made, the relationship you

shared, and honors the memory of your loved one.

904-824-1625

www.stjohnsfamilyfuneralhome.com

FREE CONSULTATION

Rob Cook

Attorney at Law, P.A.

Practicing Cuil Latigation
and Trial Law
Since 2002

Legal Services:

Auto, Motorcycle,
& Boating Accidents

Slip & Falls ¢ Injury Claims

Office: 904-471-4560 | Fax: 904-471-4561
robcookpa.com

904 Anastasia Boulevard, Suite A.

St. Augustine, FL 32080


Codemonkey.com
Codemonkey.com
Ozaria.com
http://robcookpa.com
http://dickswingsandgrill.com
https://fordrepairwork.com
http://www.stjohnsfamilyfuneralhome.com
http://www.burneysseptic.com
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Flowers by

irle
2200 US 1 South

824-8163

www.flowersbyshirley.com
E-mail: flowers@aug.com

Growina Healthv Pets and Hapov Peonle Toaether

VACCINES DIAGNOSTIC MEDICINE EMERGENCY CARE
DENTISTRY IN-HOUSE LABS CRITICAL CARE
MICROCHIPPING INTERNAL MEDICINE PET BOARDING

904-940-9401

MurabellaAnimalHospital.com
3625 Pacetti Road e St. Augustine, FL 32092

[

. NaturalMarket and Cafe
$5 OFF YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE
OF $50.00 OR MORE

Some restrictions may apply
Offer expires 12/31/24

dianesnaturalmarket.com EFEE:

Enjoy in
network
benefits with
most major

PPO insurers!

H¥RBOUR

DENTAL

Oral Surgery » Clear Aligners « Dental Implants
Dental Sedation « Teeth Whitening « Cosmetic Dentistry

Biodiversity Club Partners with Local
Industry to Help Environment

Biodiversity club teachers lvannia Moreno-Alvarez, Jennifer Taylor and STEM Coach Frankie
Portelos began building industry relationships with First Coast Technical College (FCTC) and
Guana Tolomato Matanzas (GTM) National Estuarine Research Reserve. The three visited the
greenhouse agriculture center at FCTC and acquired pots and plants, including datil peppers,
mustard, dill, bell peppers and more. The plants have been set up with an automatic watering
system in view of the school community, who can then watch the progress undisturbed. The
team’s goal is to use the school’s greenhouse to prepare the milkweed and other flowering
plants for a pollinator garden in the school’s courtyard in the spring.

The team then visited the GTM reserve to learn how they can help support the erosion
efforts. GTM donated a 115-gallon tank that the team, cleaned up and turned into an
aquaponics system so they can grow mangrove seeds and spartina grass. Both plants are
great for holding soil together and decreasing erosion. At a later point, the spartina and
mangrove seedlings will be returned to GTM for planting.

No insurance?
Mo problem!
Get your new
patient exam
for just *99!

CARE

75 San Marco Ave, St. Augustine, FL 32084 « (904) 810-1002



http://www.flowersbyshirley.com
http://MurabellaAnimalHospital.com
http://www.dianesnaturalmarket.com/
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Media Center and STEAM

In December, Ms. Barnard borrowed Ozobots from
Instructional Resources and Media Services to collaborate
with several classes and incorporate STEAM lessons. With 6th
grade math, Ms. Taylor and Ms. Propst integrated Ozobots
into a review of integers, using the color codes to move the
robots down number lines. In art classes, Ms. Hagy reviewed
the elements of art and had the students use code to“gallery
walk”the Ozobots. During Access Units rotation in the Media

Center, the students practiced coding and
created a track for the Ozobots to race around.
Finally, Ms. Torboli's Unique Skills students
coded the Ozobots to create words using
root words and suffixes. They had to identify
if the word that the Ozobot generated was an
actual word or a made-up word.

3rd Annual Sebastian Chili Cook-Off

December 6th marked the 3rd Annual Sebastian Chili Cook-Off. Ten teachers and staff
entered chilis of all varieties. Teachers and staff voted at the end of the day. Ms. Houck won
3rd place with her green chicken chili. Mr. Stevens placed 2nd with his Cincinnati style chili. :
Ms. Hagy won Tst place with her traditional chili. A big thank you to Uptown Scratch Kitchen bonosbarbg.com
for providing a $50 gift certificate to our 1st place winner. The Media Center hosted the 04 794 9424 I OPENED: M-S 11am-9pm

cook-off and Ms. Barnard 3D printed the trophies. :
YL L Our Bono’s BarBQ App to Order Online
) or Stay Up-to-Date with Specials . i s

420 Us Highway 1 - St. Augustine, FL 3208

ANCIENT CITY
ACCOUNTING

Tax Preparation, Bookkeeping
and Accounting Services

904-342-7171
AncientCityAccounting.com

99 Orange Street e St. Augustine, FL 32084

Winning is No Accident.

canan [EYY

ATTORNEYS
904-824-9402 | cananlaw.com 904-466-8916
summitpediatricpsychiatry.com

ACCIDENTS * COLLISIONS | wiochconn R EREERENEL e

UMMI

pediatric psychla‘rr‘y

MD General Psychiatrist and

Jorge A. Diaz, Child & Adolescent Psychiatrist
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Who Tries to Plant Without Soil?

The self-contained ESE unit that's who!

With the help from The Garden Ladies (Gloria and Lynda) from
the Agricultural Center Master Gardener Program, the Unit brought
the garden inside this year. We are trying a technique called
hydroponics which is growing plants in a liquid nutrient solution.
The meaning of Hydroponics is “hydro’, meaning water, and “ponics’,
meaning labor. The water is doing the work here and enabling the
fast growth of plants. We grew lettuce and had enough to make a
giant salad for Thanksgiving.

'f:,

Screenless STEM

Ms. Arnold used the money to
purchase a variety of STEM games
that help students with deductive
reasoning, problem solving, and with
building resiliency. The 6th graders
pictured are playing “Genius Square” a
Mensa Select game.

Spelling Bee
Champion

Congratulations to 8th grader,
Lillian Johnston who won the 2023-

2024 Spelling Bee at Sebastian
Middle in round

P ELLING 8, with the word
incandescent.

Perry D. Unwalla, Supporting Students, Staff and
the Community of Sebastian Middle School.

Go Gebastian

—

PERRY D. UNWALLA

A
Eagles! ‘ 904-461-5400

o StateFarm




Join Sebastian Middle School for their Spirit Night with the lcemen on
Saturday, March 23rd at 7:00pml! $5 of each ticket purchased through this
link will be donated back to Sebastian Middle School!

To view your mobile tickets on your smartphone after purchase:
1. Use the official Jacksonville lcemen App or go

to jacksonvilleicemen.com/accountmanager

2. Sign into your account - If issues logging in, click 'Forgot Password'
3. Click Manage Tickets.

4. Select your game

5. Click on the seat and view your barcode - Save it to your Apple Wallet
or Google Pay and beat slow internet on gameday (recommended).

Join Sebastian Middle School for
your Spirit Night with the lcemen on
Saturday, March 23rd at 7:00pm!

S5 of each ticket purchased through
the link below or the QR code above
will be donated back to Sebastian

Middle School!

TO PURCHASE TICKETS, PLEASE VISIT: FOR QGUESTIONS PLEASE CONTACT:

a\% vs. Greenville Swamp Rabbits

Mar 23, 2024 7:00 PM EDT
VyStar Veterans Memorial Arena

300 A Philip Randolph Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32202, US

ht fevg- Gerry Brown — Account Executive
enterprise.c astianmiddle Phone: 407-758-8713
Tickets: $20.00 Email: Gerry@jackso

MARIA ROWLEY
COUNSELING, LLC

Registered Mental Health Counselor
Intern (MH9187)

0w LAW FIRM

2801 North Third Street, St. Augustine, FL 32084

I have a passion to help teens realize their value and to help parents
listen and understand what their teen feels, needs and wants.
Please call me for a free 15 minute consultation if
Yyou and/or your teen need some support.

DA = ,.
Your Local Personal Injury and Criminal Defense Firm

——— PRACTICE AREAS —— i
PERSONAL INJURY CRIMINAL DEFENSE Call Today for a Free Consultation 0:904-797-5680 | C: 904-297-8597

DUI DEFENSE CIVIL LITIGATION 904-824-5711 | mowreylaw'com 248 Southpark Circle East - Saint Augustine, FL 32086

TWO STATE-OF-THE-ART LOCATIONS

y ST AUGUSTINE Complimentary
. 22 5t Johns Medical Park Dr Initial Visit
Swiles by
ST JOHNS

Board Certified

GLENOS & HADGIS ‘f.. 111 Doctors Village Dr Orthodontic Specialists

' for
0RTHODONT|STS 904.79.SMILE (797.6453) Adults and Children
smilesbyGHortho.com —



http://mowreylaw.com
http://smilesbyGHortho.com
http://mariarowleycounseling.com
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Field Trips

On November 6th graders in STEM and ICT
were treated to a STEM in Sports field trip to see
the Jacksonville Icemen at the Vystar Arena. Before
attending, students learned about the STEM in
sports, such as how the Zamboni works, the science
behind the slapshot and the engineering of the
equipment, in addition to all that, students had a
lot of fun. The school is planning a fundraiser trip
to see a night game on Saturday March 23, 2024. A
link will be
sentout to the school community.
$5 from every ticket sold will go
back to the school.

Sebastian Middle School
students recently attended The
Classic, BCU vs. FAMU football
game in Orlando. Mr. Stevens
and Ms. Moody chaperoned.
Students enjoyed the fieldtrip
because it gave them a taste
of college life. Several St. Johns
County Schools attended the
game. Funding for attending
the game was provided by
federal grants.

Non Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit # 2346
Orlando, FL

PTO Corner

The Sebastian PTO welcomes our new business partners.
Principal Partners:
«  Coastal Foot & Ankle Wellness Center
«  Smiles by Glenos & Hadgis Orthodontics
Eagle Partners:
+  Geico St. Augustine
«  Antigua Orthodontics
«  Gordon Dental Associates
- Tiffany Marie Carrion with Great Expectations Realty
Red Partners:
«  Pedro’s Paint LLC
«  Blue Cypress Hot Yoga Studio




